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Archaeology is not about searching for hidden treasure but aims to learn about people in the past – people like you and me – by looking at the things they left behind. This might be the ruins of buildings, things that they made and used like pottery, tools or jewellery, and even the food they ate and the bodies of the ancient people themselves. 
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Sometimes these things are buried and we have to slowly and carefully dig them out of the ground; this is called excavation. Everything we find has to be recorded and studied in great detail. 
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Imagine if archaeologists in the future excavated your home as you left it this morning. What might they think about you and your life? It’s likely they would get some things wrong! This is why archaeologists have to link together as many different clues as they can to get the story right.
[image: ]There is archaeology everywhere (any place where people lived in the past!). Amarna, for example, is an exciting place for archaeologists to work because hundreds of houses have survived alongside the temples and grand tombs. 

All this evidence is important and gives us information on the lives of people from the very richest to the very poorest. This is why archaeologists from all over the world go to Amarna (and other place in Egypt) to work and study with Egyptian archaeologists.  

Archaeologists have been working at Amarna for over 100 years but there is still a lot to learn. 


[image: ]Modern life in the places near archaeological sites
is equally important. Archaeologists also want to 
celebrate all the layers of history from the very 
ancient until today.
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